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WHAT IS YOUR ANSWER? ' 

R. 0, Elstons 

- There are two very important questions that every member of 
the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club should try and help answer, one is: 

AS AN ORGANIZATION, ARE WE INTERESTED IN CONSERVING NATURAL AREAS ABOUT 
THE CITY OF HAMILTON? The natural areas referred to are woodlands with 
trees and wildflowers, valleys with streams and waterfalls, bogs with 
unusual plants; stands of magnificent trees; swamps as habitats for 
birds, reptiles, amphibians, mammals; scenic geological formations, etc. 
Specific areas are not mentioned, as, if it became known that any¬ 
one was interested in theip. the price might go up. 

. Let us think seriously of this question. We can answer 
that it is foolish or a waste of time, effort, and money.to try and 
stop the progress of civilization. We cam say that it is a good 
idea, but it will cost too much. We can shrug our shoulders and 
say it is too late, that something should have been done ten or 
fifty years ago. We can accept the, fact that these remaining 
areas of natural beauty are doomed and we might as well live with 
this fact and not be concerned, but enjoy them while they are here 
and v^hen they are gone, suffer no ado. This is probably a realistic 
view point. These are attitudes we might have toward this most 
pressing' question. I wonder, are these not the attitudes of those 
who are indifferent, uninterested, unimaginative, or merely people 
who lack faith in our own Club? 

On the other hand we might say, yes, we wish to preserve 
the few remaining natural beauty spots about this industrial centre; 
that we do not wish, in any shape or form, to stand in the way of 
progress; that we only desire to have areas set aside as a reminder 
of what this vicinity was two hundred years ago; that as metro¬ 
politan areas grow, so too does the need for natural or open spaces 
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grow; that we need a few areas as God created them, where 
a person may walk and not be molested by traffic, noise, 
fumes; a place of rest and meditation; a place where people 
can go and not feel that they are trespassing. 

Remember, the original question is ARE /E INTER¬ 
ESTED? If the answer is "Yes", then we have a job to do. 

WHO IS GOING TO DO IT? Let us remember this is a democratic 
country. There are three choices, (a) We can be apathetic, 
as in the third paragraph. (b) We can seek help from, or 
urge any level of government, person or organization, or 
(c) We can do it ourselves. Which is the right answer? 

Which way is it most likely to be accomplished? What is 
your answer? 

Let us examine the probability of any level.of 
government acquiring any of these areas and establishing 
them as wildlife sanctuaries or conservation areas. . Let 
us start at the top. On the Dominion level, there is the 
National Parks Branchof the Department of Northern Affairs 
and National Resources. They.are generally interested in 
large parks such, as Banff, Wood Buffalo, with 17,300 square 
miles, but they do have areas as small as Point Peelee with 
six square miles and Fort Chambley, Quebec a National His¬ 
toric Park, the smallest, with 2§ acres. There are also 
areas set aside under the Migratory Birds Convention Act 
where large concentrations of birds (mostly game birds) 
either nest, or.rest in migration. Would either of these 
branches of Dominion departments be interested in setting 
aside areas about the City of Hamilton? How likely is 
this to happen? If they did would they not be expected to 
do the same for other mun icipalities? . 

Next let us .examine the Provincial level. There 
seems to bo three departments that are responsible for 
natural or semi-natural parks. . The division of Parks under 
the Department of Lands and Forest erne similar in many ways 
to our National Parks Branch. The Provinicial Government 
is often reluctant or will not set aside areas that are 
close to a larger municipality. They claim these are local 
■affairs and that since people expect, so much from Provin¬ 
cial Parks that a .tremendous amount of money must be spent 
to provide pavilions, running hot and cold water, rest 
rooms, picnic, and. bathing facilities, etc. 

The River Valley Authorities under the Department 
of Planning and Development deal with water conservation 
and set areas aside which are needed to help maintain the 
water level and act as a'Water- reservoir by holding the 
run-off in woodland and marshy areas. The areas, must be 
in a water shed authority and as a policy they will not. 
pay more than waste land prices and are not Interested, ^in 
preserving areas for their natural history, or scientific 
or beauty spot value. 
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The Department of Highways also has parklands 
along highways to cater to tourists. These are sometimes 
camp sites, but mostly areas where the travelling public 
may stop and picnic. 

Let us now examine the municipal or local level 
of government. In Hamilton there is the Board of Parks 
Management and .the Royal Botanical Gardens, Both of these 
boards have let it oe known that they a.re in favour of set¬ 
ting these natural areas aside but they themselves have so 
many committments that they cannot expand their areas. 

Gan you^suggest any other local level of government board 
or committee that might be interested, in the conservation 
of natural areas? 


We' have now reviewed the various levels and branches 
of government in mind of their probability of taking areas 
over and establishing them as sanctuaries. To me, it is 
unlikely that this will happen. Are there any other organiza¬ 
tions that might be persuaded or interested in doing this? 

Ono answer might be that we should have an educational cam¬ 
paign to enlighten the general public to the wonders of 
nature, and the great need for its conservation and hope 
chat someone will do something. We can put our selves on 
a^pedestal and say we are the cultured and clever one, we 
will teach; someone else to do the work. A sort of "1*11 
hold the lamp, you chop the wood." 


Now we are down to.ourselves, the Hamilton Natura- 
lists Club, The first object in our constitution is that 
■'this Club. shall_extend protection to the animal and plant 
liie of this vicinity," If there are three hundred members 
of your Club, there might be three hundred opinions of how 
we should go about doing this. There are, however, a few 
members, and I am one, who believes that the only solution 
is for us to have the initiative of doing this as a Club. 

This would take a great deal of hard work. It is not a 
a.sk for .the timid or those who are not willing to accept 
.esponsibility. However, it is nor impossible—after all 
there are private organizations, such as hunting and angling 
clubs who own large hunting camps; Gun clubs who own Club 
Houses and trap shooting areas often valued at a hundred 
thousand dollars or more. There are private golf clubs. 

There, are service organizations that have children's camps 
with swimming pools,etc. There are private medical associa¬ 
tions that own and administer large sanitoriums and hospitals, 
inere are organizations such as the Hamilton Art Gallery 
who own beautiful buildings with valuable collections. There 
is the Wentworth Women's Historical Association who own 
Battlefield Park. It has been reported to me that almost, 
of the many Ethnic groups in Hamilton have 
or "Halls” costing several thousands of dollars. 
public spirited organizations owning property 


if not all, 
Club 'houses 
The list of 


would oe long. Is this then not- a challenge to us? 


i ^ In B f itain > the rest of Europe, in United States, 
and other Provinces of this ^ominion there are natural his- 
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tory organizations who own small and largo natural areas 
which are set aside for nature preservation and scientific 
research. Are we less interested, less capable, or the 
need not as great as in these other localities. 

About both Rochester and Buffalo, the local 
naturalists’ clubs have their own sanctuaries. The Mon¬ 
treal Society has the Philipsburg Sanctuary and. the Hali¬ 
fax Bird Society has the Hertford Islands. 

Is it not up to us who enjoy nature to talee on 
some of the responsibility. Some people believe the gov¬ 
ernment should operate or administer more and more of our 
commerce, industries, culture, and recreation. I have 
found in most cases, these advocates contribute little to 
the community and complain most vigorously about their taxes 

A few of our members think that our Club is .not 
strong enough. Would not a worthwhile project of this 
nature give us strength? Would it not give us prestige 
in the public's eye? Woule those who think we are not 
strong enough pitch in and give us strength? 

These are the questions and opinions of one per¬ 
son. Will you think- about this? Express your views at the 
meetings. Send a letter to-your Club Directors. Contri¬ 
bute an article to ’’THE WOOD DUCK” -- Your Directors are 
anxious to know your feelings. 


FUTURE EVENTS 


Nature Week-end Gump 

Plans are well under way for the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club's Victoria Day Nature Week-end Camp to be held at 
Ryerson Beach on Lake Erie, Friday evening,- May 15 to 
Monday, May 18. As a larger attendance is anticipated 
more staff and instructors-will bo provided. 


Don't forget to put a note on your calendar to keep this 
date open, 


Camp Committee 


Chairman 
Secretary 
Camp Director 
Course Director 
Registrar 
Publicity' 

Camp Manager 
Camp Nurse 


Mr. Jack Travers 
Mrs. Jack Travers 
Mr. Robert Ballantyne 
Mr. Robert Elstone 
Miss Betty Dirkin 
Mr. Willard Shaifer 
Mr. John Hunter 
Mrs. Robert Ballantyne 


St. Catharines 
St. Catharines 
Burling ton 
Ancaster 
Hamilton 
Kitchener 
Tilsonburg 
Burling ton 


1 
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Future Event s (cont t d ) 

Field Events 

Sunday, December 28, 1956 - Annual Christmas Bird Count. 

For territories contact George W. North, JA 2-6082. 

Thursday, January 1, 1959 - Auto hike around the Bay and 
to Sulphur Springs for winter finches. Meet at High Level 
Bridge at 10:00 A.M. Leader: Douglas Smith, JA 7-306-3.■ 

Audubon Screen Tours 

Wednesday, January 21, 1959> RANCH AND RANGE, Albert Wool, 
a portrayal of the relationship of wildlife to the western 
ranch...the rancher’s dog and cattle, the wolf, ’possum, 
wildcat and songbirds all slake their thirst at the same • 
water-hole. Soaring, diving, nesting eagles, hawks and 
vultures - great birds of the west excitingly filmed in 
colour by the rancher-naturalist, Al. Wool. 

Saturday, February 14, 1959, PUERTO RICO, Fran William Hall, 
a natural history tour of Puerto Rico, from coral, reefs of 
the turquoise Caribbean to verdant mountain-top rain forests. 
The wildlife bounty captured in colour by Fran.William Hall 
includes tropical fish, colourful insects, rare Puerto 
Rican parrots, giant iguana lizards, brown boobies, hermit 
crabs and wild orchids viewed against backgrounds of breath- 
talcing tropical beauty. 

WESTDALE SECONDARY SCHOOL AUDITORIUM, Main Street West, 
at 8:15 p.m. 


NO TICES 


A limited number of copies of the revised constitution of 
the Hamilton Naturalists' Club have been duplicated. Mem¬ 
bers wishing a copy should write to the Clubs’ Post Box., 

Members with black and white or colour photography of our 
Club activities, eg., hikes, putting up Wood Duck or Blue¬ 
bird boxes, planting trees, ore Junior Section Week-end 
Camps, etc., and are willing to loan these photographs 
to the Club.for newspaper publicity, please notify the 
Clubs' Post Office Box. 


New Books for Club Members at the Hamilton Public 

Library 

by 

Annie J. Hunt 

• Autumn across American, Circle of the seasons, The 
lost woods, No r til wi t h the Spring , are just some of the 
ennoyable contributions to nature literature in the Arts 
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Now Books (cont’d) 

acid Science Department, written by E. W. Toole, a present 
day American naturalist. A now edition of the author’s own- 
description of his early years, entitled Dune B oy, has been 
added to the shelves. This is a happy, philosophical ac¬ 
count of life at Lone Oak -Fara in..the. Durr-. Country of In¬ 
diana. . The. black and white illustrations are by Edward 
Shenton. ' ; 

A Paddling od Gucks, by Dillon Ripley, is a personel 
tale of the author’s own duck pond at Litchfield, Connec¬ 
ticut, which he started while he was attending high school. 
The wood duck' is mentioned many times in the narrative. 

F. L. Jaquas is the illustrator of the easy-to-read nature 
book. 

The sea is a special subject which is becoming more 
and more, popular with naturalists and armchair travellers. 

In the colourful, pictorial book, Adventure of’ the Sea , lames 
Fisher tells the story of the? sea. The four chapters are : 
called; The Sea and Its Waters; The Sea and Its Life; The 
Sea Challenges Man; Man Challenges the Sea. The writer 
Is a naturalist, explorer and ornithologist. He has sailed 
the seven seas from the Arctic Ocean to the Gulf of Mexi¬ 
co and packs much valuable information into the written 
portion of this book. 

Thrilling first hand experiences of tlv wolves, the 
bears and the big cats are r corded in The Ni l d Hunters , 
by Gene Caesar. lie describes the habits and lore spec- ■' 
tacular exploits of the three..principal predators yet re¬ 
maining in North in rica. The ..point of view is the scien¬ 
tific and laudable one that these predators perform a use¬ 
ful function in the natural world and that the fow remain¬ 
ing deserve survival as part of our rapidly• vanishing wild¬ 
life heritage. 

Outdoor Hor izons, edited by L. M. Brings, is a collec¬ 
tion of articles about the wildlife of North America for 
sportsmen and those who love the outdoors. R. E. Preuss 
has contributed paintings and drawings. 17. I. Bracken- , 
bridge describes the annual cycle of the wood, duck. Other 
topics Include calling ducks, catching trout, and photo¬ 
graphing wildlife. This attractive.volume would make an 
excellent gift book. 
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JUNIOR CLUB NEWS 


President............Robert Curry.,.. 

Vice President.......Ralph Idema. 

Secretary...Caroline Lawson. 

Vico Secretary........Norma Allewell.. 

Records Secretary.,..Don Campbell.... 

Study Area Director. .John Miles. 
Representatives for..Marine Idema.... 

those- under 14 years.Alfred Senior... 


.....LI 5-5557 

. . . . .MA 8-8135 
. . . . .MA 8-6406 
.. ....-IA 9-4753 
. . . . . J'A 2-6l60 

o G c « • —' ‘ 

.....LI 5-1442 


TEL L YO UR FRUMPS 


I wish that Junior Members, receiving this VOOD DUCK 
would phone members who have been away from the Club activi- 
•ties for some time—phone one or two people that you l-cnow 
would come to a meeting if they knew about it. 

Evening meetings are on the first and third Saturday 
evenings of every month in Room ?? E" of the Y.W.C.A. on 
May Street near James Street. VISITORS './EL COME l ’ » » 


F Jo.U, SUMMER CAMP.1958 
by 

John Miles 

This .year, as in the last few years, the camp was held 
at Billie Bear Lodge, some 18 miles by road from Hunts- ' 
ville. The director was Professor T. F. Mcllwraith who was 
also in charge of bird studies. Miss Helen Lawrence'assist¬ 
ed him in leading bird hikes. Dr. Frank Cook of London was 
in charge of botany and was assisted by .Mrs. Judy Hoenoger. 
Ecological studies were headed by Dr. Don.Smith of Ottawa 
who was aided by Mr. Fred Cowle of Timmins. 

Each morning wo mat out in front of the lodge in six 
groups, each group consisting of about ‘ten'persons plus the 
leader. Then wo hiked out on foot or by car into the. 
nearby countryside. Perhaps the most interesting of -the 
bird records around. Billie Bear Lodge was the locating of 
an virctic Three-toed Woodpecker’s nest at Mud Lake, approxi¬ 
mately a ten-minute walk from the camp. (This was one of 
three nests of this species found during the two-week camp). 
There were three young in the nest which were band by Bob 
Taylor of Toronto. Also on thm Lake, which was promarily 
formed by a beaver dam, was one elusive beaver. On 'the 
border of the Lake was a good colony of Sundew, 

As has been the general practice of the boys for some 
years, there were mouse traps put out for catching small 
mammals which were prepared later as study’skins. In fact 
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F.0 .N. Summer Camp, 1958 (con'd) 

there was a total of two gross of traps out on' trap lines 
which caught-mammals varying in size from.Shrews to Chip¬ 
munks. These included also a Woodland Jumping Mouse, White¬ 
footed Mice and Meadow Vales. 

. The highlight of the camp was our trip into Algonquin 
Park. We had lunch on • the shore of New Lake at the camping 
ground. From there we proceeded into the Department of Lands 
and Dorests' Wilderness Area to the Wildlife Research 
Station. Here we were given an interesting talk on how one 
kind of Blackfly affects the Ruffed Grouse by carrying a 
blood disease to it. Also there was an intersting talk on 
the interbreeding of domestic dogs and Coyotes (Brush Wolves). 
The instructor informed us that although the first offspring 
can be very friendly, the later generations may become quite 
fierce and hard to manage.. He mentioned also that they were 
trying to trap Timber Wolves on which they would place a 
special collar .that contains a small transistor, transmitting 
radio,^ With these attached radios, they hope to trace the 
wanderings of the wolves in low flying aeroplanes along 
tracks one mile apart across Algonquin Park. (One mile being 
the limit of the range of the radio). This will permit them 
to determine the range and numbers of Timber Wolves in the 
Park. 


As is usual on the last day of the camp, we campers 
splashed our way into the Calopogan Bog where we found the 
Calopogan Orchid, many Pitcher Plants, of which some were 
in bloom, and a Dwarf Mistletoe, which was on the twigs of 
the Black Spruce Trees. 

I would like to thank the members of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club who made my trip and stay at the F.O.N. 
Camp possible,. 


FUTURE JUNIOR CLUB EVENTS 


Christmas Holidays - For hikes during the holiday season 
to King's Forest Park and elsewhere, contact John Miles 
at JA 2-6160, or Robert Curry at LI 5-5557 

Saturday, Decembe r 6 - We shall try to have a. wildlife 
movie or two. Bring some interesting nature find for 
others' to see. Bring a friend as visitors are always 
welcome., 

Saturday, December 20 - Dr. Peter Henderson will tell us 
about "Small Mammals" and bring some stuffed specimens 
to show us. He will tell us something of hibernation and 
migration of bats. 
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Future Junior Club Events (cont’d) 

Saturday, January 3 - HIKE - An open nesting \ We shell 1 
have a nature quiz with Rodachrom.es or coloured pictures. 

Sunday, December 14 - 9 a.m. to A p.m. Dr. R. McLaren 

(JA 7-1619) will lead a car hike, east along the north 

shore of Lake Ontario to Bronte and beyond to see winter 
water birds. Meet under McKittrick Bridge (below the 
Basillica) just west of King and Dundurn. Bring a lunch 
and wear warm clothing and footwear. Parents with cars 
welcome, ’ : 

Saturday, De cember 13 - KIKE - 1:30 - 5 p.m. John Miles 

(JA 2-6lo0) will lead a hike to Kings' Forest and possibly 

Albion Falls. Take a Delaware-Rosedale bus and get off 
at Dunbarton and Aberfoyle' where the hike starts. Wear 
warm clothing and footwear. 


PRIZES FOR BIR D L ISTS AND NATURE DIARIES 

Each year awards are given to girls and boys who have 
seen the most species of birds from January 1-December 31 
within a radius of about 50 miles out from Hamilton. 

These are to include only those birds that you actuall y 
saw or heard and identified. The Ross Thompson Trophy is 
given for a year as first prize with your name and record 
on an attached silver shield. A second prize and also two 
prizes for those just 14 years old or less on July 1, 1958. 
Prizes will be given also for the best nature diaries. 

Send your lists to Mr. D. Powell, 856 Eagle Drive, 
Burlington, NE 4-5045 as soon after December 31 as possible. 

LOTS OF BIRDS 

The members of the Junior Naturalists* Club have, seen 
and identified a total of more than 250 species of birds 
since January 1, 1958. 


HI KE TO I!ALTON COUNTY FOREST 
by Ralph Idema 

Sunday, October 15 th was just the day for a fall outing. 
It was a cold, brisk morning, with the sun shining through at 
intervals. This hike had a good turnout, and I would say for 
those who didn't go, you really missed something! Mr. Eric 
Bastin, the leader, showed us not only birds, but other 
wonders of nature as well. 
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Hike* to Hal ton Count 7 Forest (cont’d) 

On the way there, wonderful scenes wore viewed*, such 
as trout pond, studded with stumps of dead trees, and a 
little stream where fishing must have boon very popular. 

• Upon arriving, we started immediately along the trail 
leading to the waterfall. After a tiring climb, we wqre at 
last on level ground. Along this part of the trail, many 
chickadees wore seen, and a Tennessee Warbler. Suddenly a 
Ruffed Grouse flew up : from nowhere] Only minutes after "this 
episode, John Miles and I arrived to be told that a grouse 
had just been flushed. That was too bad, but we didn’t 
mind so much, as other birds were to be seen. Suddenly an 
Olive-backed Thrush was hoard singing. It was soon cut 
short by the voice of a Red-eyed Vireo, which flew* over 
our heads and into the woodg. 

Wo walked on, often observing various lichen on the 
giant limestone boulders, and. looking for ferns. Trees 
were also observed, and•several typos of birch were noted, • 
as well as cherry trees. 

Mr. ■ Bastin'then brought us to several open fields, 
with cows grazing between the boulders. Many goldfinches 
were soon in those fields, and along the wooded edge, the soli 
tary vireo appeared. 

Also, along the edges, the multi-coloured maple was 
thriving. Some gigantic sugar maples spread their branches 
over a wide-area, something they couldn’t do in the bush. 

Also, a lone beach was found, but the nuts wore fruitless. 

Finally, the spark! ing stream was reached, and we fol¬ 
lowed it ’till we reached tlio dashing waterfall, which look¬ 
ed so picturesque beside the ruins of an old mill, and 
the overhanging cliffs. . 

Just beforelunch, we went to see the strange, deep 
potholes for led by Mother Nature, Some fast-flowing stream 
must have passed through that place eons ago, 'with many whirl¬ 
pools, which would grind away to form the hole. 

After a pleasant lunch, we went our way. Hawk-watch¬ 
ing was soon given up, as there seemed- not the least sign 
of a hawk. However, upon meeting Mr. Bastin.and Dr. Davies, 
we learned that they had seen a Cooper’s Hawk. 

- Now the long journey back was to begin. On the'way 
back several fall flowers were noted, and we cut up the 
roots of a wild.ginger plant. More birds wore seen, in¬ 
cluding a Myrtle and Orange-crowned Warbler.' White- 
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throated Sparrows also were observed in the bushes, 
and a Song Sparrow was seen. 

This had truly been an eventful day, but that wasn’t 
all l Suddenly two turkey vultures were seen soaring high 
above a distant cliff. 

Finally the- ride home had begun. I’m sure this was 
a most enjoyable outing, not only for me, but'for all 
these who took part. 


a HIKE hiTH DAD... 

« 

..by Eddie Salahub 

On November 8, my Father and I went on a hike to Dog¬ 
wood Hill. We didn’t expect to see anything, but aw ay we 
went. Near the Bay we saw 200 Mallard Ducks. During the 
hike I got a few ’’Beggar’s Ticks” on me. 

Then we went to another place in the MacMaster grounds, 
where we saw a few, what I think, were Canada Geese. And 
away on a Birch Tree was a Dawny Woodpecker. 

Then overhead flew a Blue-Jay. vfe walked on for about 
an hour. We didn’t see anything more so we turned back and 
went home, with a few interesting notes ip jsjy note book. 



ARTICLES OF INTEREST FOR USE IN THE WOOD DUCK WOULD BE 


GRATEFULLY RECEIVED. 


THESE SHOULD BE -SUBMITTED BY TEE FIFTEENTH OF THE MONTH. 
PLEASE FORWARD TO YOUR EDITOR OR MR. ROBERT ELSTONE. 





